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The Hieracium collection of August Schlickum

Abstract

Vogt, R.: The Hieracium collection of August Schlickum. — Willdenowia 31: 433-441. 2001. — ISSN
0511-9618.

Life and work of August Schlickum (1867-1946), a high school teacher and amateur botanist at
Cologne, is presented in some detail. Schlickum’s Hieracium collection, which comprises c. 7100
specimens, including several types, as well as material from other collectors, was acquired in 1949 by
the Botanical Museum Berlin-Dahlem (B) and is now being incorporated into the general herbarium.

Introduction

Over the last years nearly 35 000 Hieracium specimens from the herbaria of Karl Touton (Vogt
1998), Hans Schack (Vogt 1999, Vogt & Schuhwerk 2000, 2001), Joseph Bornmiiller and August
Schlickum have been incorporated into the general herbarium.

The Hieracium herbarium of August Schlickum was acquired by the Botanical Museum
Berlin-Dahlem in 1949 and comprises c. 7100 specimens mainly originating from the Rhineland
and the Alps. A detailed synopsis of the numerous types present in the Hieracium collections of
A. Schlickum and K. Touton is in preparation (Vogt, in prep.).

Life and work

August Schlickum was born in Winningen in the Prussian province of Rheinland (now Rhein-
land-Pfalz), on 7 August 1867, as the second son of Oskar Schlickum (1838-89) and Mathilde
Schlickum, née Berninger. His father and grandfather were well-known pharmacists and passion-
ate amateur botanists at Winningen on the Mosel (Krumme 1995). The father, Oskar Schlickum,
author of standard pharmaceutical works, also published an “Excursionsflora fiir Deutschland”
(Schlickum, O. 1881) and other botanical works (Schlickum, O. 1864, 1875). The grandfather,
Julius Schlickum (1804-84), a highly esteemed florist, assembled an important herbarium of c.
8000 species (Schlickum, R. 1894) and was in close contact with many botanists of his time
through his extensive exchange of exsiccata. This long natural science tradition of the family
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gave rise to confusion or misinterpretations, e.g. in Ascherson & Graebner (1922-30: 198),
Vegter (1986) and Stafleu & Cowan (1985).

Schlickum went to the elementary school at Winningen and additionally received private tu-
toring from his father. At that time he started collecting plants and fossils in the surroundings of
his home-area and built up his first private collections. In 1880 he entered the Royal Gymnasium
in Koblenz, where he stayed for seven years until he passed his final examinations at Easter
1887. Since his elder brother Richard was destined to carry on the family pharmaceutical tradi-
tion in Winningen, August Schlickum subsequently took up the study of natural sciences and
mathematics. He attended the universities in Bonn, Zurich, Berlin and finally Marburg, where he
completed his state examination for high school teachers in May 1893. However, Schlickum de-
cided to continue his university studies. As an assistant at the Botanical Institute of the
Philipps-University in Marburg from 1892 to 1895 he worked under the supervision of Prof. Ar-
thur Meyer on his dissertation “Morphologischer und anatomischer Vergleich der Kotyledonen
und ersten Laubblitter der Keimpflanzen der Monokotylen” (Schlickum, A. 1895) and received
his PhD from that university on 18 January 1895 (unpubl. ref. 1).

Beginning in May 1895, Schlickum attended the teachers training seminar for one year at the
Gymnasium in Koblenz, followed by a vocational career with short-term employments at the
Kaiser-Wilhelm Gymnasium in Aachen (1896), the Oberrealschule in Essen (1897-98) and the
municipal Gymnasium and Realgymnasium in Diisseldorf (1898-99), before he found his perma-
nent position in 1899 in Cologne as a teacher at the Oberrealschule with Reformrealgymnasium
in Humboldt Street. He kept this position for 33 years until he retired in 1932 (unpubl. ref. 2).

In 1905 August Schlickum married Agnes Wilhelmine Jacobsen in Stavanger, Norway. Their
only son, Wilhelm Richard, born 22 January 1906 in Cologne (unpubl. ref. 2), later continued the
long natural science tradition of the family as a well-known amateur palaeontologist specializing
in fossil molluscs.

August Schlickum was a committed teacher, which is evident from the secondary school
chemistry and mineralogy textbooks he authored (Schlickum, A. 1907, 1908). Aside his school
obligations he devoted himself to thorough scientific studies in the fields of geology, palaeontol-
ogy and botany. Schlickum published on the interpretation of fossil leaf mould he saved since his
school-times in the Kondetal near his home town Winningen and later in the Brohltal in the
Vordereifel (Schlickum, A. 1906, 1925).

Like his father and grandfather, August Schlickum was also an enthusiastic amateur bota-
nist. In his “Beobachtungen an einigen einheimischen Pflanzenarten” (Schlickum, A. 1911), he
shows his ability of accurate observation of nature. In later years Schlickum’s botanical interest
increasingly concentrated on the extremely varied forms of the genus Hieracium. This was cer-
tainly influenced by his collaboration with Karl Touton, a physician at Wiesbaden and one of
the outstanding Hieracium specialists at that time (Vogt 1998). Schlickum and Touton stood in
close contact and undertook many joint excursions, e.g. in the Rhineland and the Allgiu.
Schlickum contributed the geological chapter to Touton’s publication on the Hieracium flora of
Oberstdorf (Schlickum, A. 1916). To improve his hieraciological knowledge Schlickum contin-
ously sent all his Hieracium collections from the Rhine area for revision to Touton, who had
taken over the “determination bureau for the genus Hieracium” for the new “Flora von
Westdeutschland” projected by the “Naturhistorischer Verein der Preussischen Rheinlande und
Westfalens” (Wirtgen & Roloff 1908). Touton cited Schlickum’s material in his contributions
on the genus Hieracium in the Rhineland, published in seven parts between 1921 and 1929 in
the yearbooks of the “Nassauischer Verein fiir Naturkunde” (Touton 1921, 1922, 1923, 1924,
1925, 1926, 1929). On the basis of these collections more than 230 Hieracium taxa have been
named by Touton, nearly 100 of them in joint authorship with Schlickum. In appreciation of his
highly regarded collaborator, Touton dedicated to him Hieracium pseudonigriceps subsp.
schlickumianum Touton (Touton 1922) (Fig. 1). After 1934 Schlickum took over some expert
duties of the late Touton, revised Hieracium collections from the Rhine area, which he received
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Fig. 1. Type of Hieracium pseudonigriceps subsp. schlickumianum Touton with label and diagnosis written
by Schlickum. The “T” on the right side of the label indicates that the specimen has been revised by K.
Touton. The handwritten determination on the additional label is by K. H. Zahn.
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from other botanists (e.g. A. Ludwig), and contributed to the new edition of the exsiccata “Dr.
Philipp Wirtgen: Herbarium plantarum criticarum, selectarum, hybridarumque florae rhenanae”
issued by H. Andres.

On 28 May 1946 August Schlickum died at the age of 78 in Cologne.

The Hieracium collection

After the death of August Schlickum his herbarium was offered for sale by his heirs. In the annual
report of the Botanic Garden and Botanical Museum Berlin-Dahlem for the years 1949-50, the ac-
quisition of the Hieracium collection is documented under the heading “Erwerbungen des Herbars
(durch Kauf)” with the short note “Aus dem Nachla3 von Prof. Schlickum in K&ln 4168 Nrn.
Hieracium” (Pilger 1953: 37). This is erroneous: 4168 is actually the number of taxa, while the
collection comprises c. 7100 specimens. Besides the herbarium, the Botanical Museum acquired
the rich Hieracium library from Schlickum’s estate, including many standard works to replenish
the Museum’s destroyed library.
Schlickum kept an accurate handwritten catalogue (Fig. 2) of his Hieracium herbarium,
which lists all extant taxa in a systematic order and provides additional information concerning
the origin of the material, at least for parts of H. subg. Pilosella. A last inventory of the herbar-
ium, dated 22 January 1943, yielded 4168 taxa, including 1904 “Euhieracien” and 2264 “Pilosel-
loiden”. A great many unpublished names, also present on the herbarium labels, are listed.
The plant material is very well labelled. Unfortunately Schlickum often mounted two or three
collections on a single sheet; consequently the single collections often comprise just one plant or
a fragment of it, a fact often criticized by his hieraciological mentor Touton.
A selection of labels used in Schlickum’s herbarium is provided in Fig. 3. The following
types of labels can be distinguished (the note “Herbar A. Schlickum acc. [edit] 1949 has been
stamped on the labels in the Botanical Museum Berlin-Dahlem): 1. simple note-block slips of pa-
per with short handwritten specifications concerning locality and collecting date, as well as de-
termination particulars often added later (Fig. 3a-b), 2. handwritten labels without headline or
printed resp. stamped components (Fig. 3d), 3. labels with the headline “Herbarium v. Dr. A.
Schlickum”, stamped in red ink, and with handwritten locality and determination particulars
(Fig. 3c), 4. blank labels with the printed headline “Herbarium von Dr. A. Schlickum” and hand-
written locality and determination particulars (Fig. 3e-f), and 5. determination labels with hand-
written specifications from various authors.
The plants are reliably determined and nearly all material collected before 1930 has been re-
vised and annotated by Touton, to whom Schlickum sent all his collections. Specimens revised
by Touton are marked with a “T” on the labels (Fig. 1, 3a-c, e-f, 4).
Approximately 80-90 % of the specimens were collected by Schlickum himself between
1887 and 1944 in Germany, Scandinavia, the Alps, and the “Riesengebirge” (now Karkonosze
mountains). The main part of the collections originates from the surroundings of his residence
Cologne and the somewhat more distant areas of the Prussian provinces “Rheinland” and
“Hessen-Nassau”, viz. Sauerland, Eifel, Westerwald, Hunsriick and Taunus. The herbarium
Schlickum contains original material of many of the c. 100 taxa (Vogt, in prep.) described by
Touton alone (Fig. 1) or by Schlickum and Touton in joint authorship (Fig. 4).
Besides the specimens from the Prussian provinces, others from mainly the following areas
are present in Schlickum’s collection (year of collection in brackets):
Norway: Stavanger (1911)
Germany: Bavaria, Mittenwald (1915), Oberstdorf (1915), Schliersee (1926), Spessart (1932),
Wendelstein (1912); Baden-Wiirttemberg, Schwibische Alb (1923), Schwarzwald (1917,
1918, 1920, 1938); Brandenburg, Freienwalde (1889); Thiiringen (1935), Wartburg (1944)

Switzerland: Berner Alps, St Gotthard (1910), Vierwaldstitter See (1912), Adelboden
(1913), Furka, Kandersteg, Nufenen (1928); Ritische Alps, Engadin, Albula (1926);
Walliser Alps, Martigny (1932), Simplon (1928)
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Fig. 2. Page of August Schlickum’s handwritten herbarium catalogue.
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Fig. 3. Labels in the herbarium of August Schlickum with his handwriting. The specimens seen by K. Touton
are marked with a “T”. The note “Herbar A. Schlickum, acc. 1949” has been stamped on the labels in the Bo-
tanical Museum Berlin-Dahlem.

Austria: Arlberg (1929, 1941), Gerlos (1912), Kitzbiihl (1926), Landeck (1924, 1941), Schlad-
ming (1927)

Czech Republic & Poland: Glatzer Schneeberg (1937), Riesengebirge (1937).

The remaining part of the herbarium consists of exchanged material and collections from Po-
land, Russia and other areas. Material of the following collectors has been located: Beester-
moller, F. Fettweiss, Fiihrer, Lavan, A. Ludwig, Schatz, R. Schlickum, A. Schumacher, J.
Schwimmer, F. Tischler and K. Touton. Exsiccata are not present.

Additional plant material collected by August Schlickum was acquired by the Botanical Mu-
seum Berlin-Dahlem along with the Hieracium collection of Karl Touton (Vogt 1998) and the
herbarium of Alfred Ludwig.
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handwritten determination on the additional label is by K. Touton.
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