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• MIRRI was launched in 2012 and is a pan-European distributed research infrastructure 
in its Preparatory Phase and is part of the BioMedical Research Infrastructure (RI) ESFRI * 
landscape. (Grant Agreement: 3,2 Mio €) 
 
 

• Currently, more than 40 public culture collections and research institutes from 19 
European countries collaborate to establish this infrastructure. 
 
 

• MIRRI  
• will generate solutions to societal challenges by stimulating interaction between 

academia and bioindustry 
 

• aims to provide a collaborative work environment inspiring excellence and to drive 
collaboration across borders and disciplines -> example: ABS Expert Cluster  

 
 
 
* ESFRI = European Strategy Forum on Research Infrastructures 

The pan-European project MIRRI 
(Microbial Resource Research Infrastructure) 
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Collections as Intermediary in Exploration and Utilization 
of Genetic Resources 
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- Research & 
development of 
products and 
services 

- Quality controls 

- Exploration & 
description of new 
species 

- Utilization & 
development of 
methods 

- Free access to GRs 

- Discovery, description and deposit of GRs 
- Free or restricted access and utilization 

of GRs 

- National, regional and 
international laws and 
treaties (EU No 
511/2014, CBD, NP) 

- Protection of local GRs and 
habitats 

- Strengthening of national 
scientists / institutes 

- national ABS laws and 
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- Sustainable 
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- Availability and 
access to GRs 

- Contribution of GRs to 
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economy and bio-
science 
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The MIRRI expert 
cluster will be 
designed as a 
virtual platform 
accessible via 
www.mirri.org 
(release 03/2016) 

MIRRI Expert Cluster on Access and Benefit 
Sharing (launch: end of March 2016) 

 

• International, regional 
and national laws 

• Model clauses and 
contracts 

• Model PICs and MATs 

• General: 

• Literature, meetings, 
workshops & 
conferences 

• Organizations,  
Authorities 
 

• Processes & Workflows 
•Sampling 
•Research 
•Development 
•Collections 

• Manuals 
 

• Community Tool: 

• Public Threats 

• Secured Threats 

• Specialists, Experts 

• Contact list to experts 

Expert 
Community 

Best Practice 

Legal Affairs Information 

MIRRI seeks to 
serve the value 

chain of GRs 
and cross- 

sectoral user 
communities 
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MIRRI ABS Activities 

To support the actual developments on ABS in the European 
Union (EU Regulation 511/2014) MIRRI achieved a 6 month  
prolongation lasting from 12/2015 – 05/2016. The activities are 
assigned to the following activities: 

 
- participation at the development of the sectorial guides for the 

EU Regulation on ABS 
- ABS Consultation Forum 21st January at the EC in Brussels 

together with ECCO and WFCC representing “Microbial 
BioBanks” 

 
- Implementation of a first prototype of an ABS expert cluster 

 
- Development of an ABS Best Practice Manual for collections 

- Procedures 
- Workflows 
- Recommended data sets 

 



The preparatory phase of MIRRI supported by the European Commission (grant agreement no. 312251) 

Thank you 
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