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In the nineteenth century Hermann Wendland (1825–1903) was among the
world’s foremost specialists of the palm family (Arecaceae). He developed
the Berggarten, part of the Royal Gardens of Herrenhausen, Hannover, as
a major centre of palm horticulture and research, establishing Europe’s
largest and most comprehensive living collection of cultivated palms, an
extensive herbarium and Europe’s tallest glasshouse.
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Many undescribed palm species were first cultivated at the Berggarten and
some provided the source of seeds for species that subsequently became
well established in horticulture. Wendland was praised by his peers as a
consummate cultivator of palms and was active in horticultural expositions
and botanical congresses.

In this new volume of Englera, palm specialist John Leslie Dowe, from the Australian Tropical Herbarium at James Cook
University, describes in detail the Berggarten palm collection as well as the publications, palm classification system
and taxonomic output of Wendland on palm genera and species from the Americas, Africa, Asia, Australia and the
islands of the Caribbean, Indian Ocean and Pacific Ocean.
Wendland was one of the most active palm taxonomists in terms of numbers of taxa described. He is associated with
at least 549 validly published names, 62 applying to genera and 422 to species. All these names are listed in Appendix 1 of this volume, with their authorship, place of publication, homotypic synonyms, and currently accepted names.
There is also a list of Wendland’s publications on the palms and a list of palm genera and species named for Hermann
Wendland.
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Hermann Wendland and the Herrenhausen “dynasty”
[Johann Bernhard Daniel] Hermann Wendland
(born 11 October 1825; died 12 January 1903)
(Fig. 1) represented the third generation of one
of the most eminent gardening/botanical “dynasties” of Europe (Volz 2006). Following his father, Heinrich Ludolph Wendland (1792 – 1869)
and his grandfather, Johann Christoph Wendland
(1755 – 1828), Hermann Wendland held directorial/botanical positions at the Royal Gardens of
Herrenhausen, Hannover, Germany (Stafleu &
Cowan 1988; Peters 2013; Rettich 2016). Seemann (1865) succinctly summarized the botanical contribution of the three generations of
Wendlands:

Fig. 14. Aiphanes lindeniana (as Martinezia lindeniana).
). Kerchove de Denterghem O., Les palmiers: t. 39. 1878
[chromolithograph by Pieter de Pannemaeker]. Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria Library.

Fig. 10. Synechanthus fibrosus. Bot. Mag. 107: t. 6572. 1881 [M. S. del., J. N. Fitch lith.]. Royal
Botanic Gardens Victoria Library.

Fig. 15. Geonoma cuneata subsp. cuneata (as Geonoma gracilis
gracilis). Bot. Mag. 130: t. 7963.
1904 [M. S. del., J. N. Fitch lith.]. Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria Library.

Fig. 17. Reinhardtia gracilis (as Malortiea gracilis). Bot. Mag. 88: t. 5291. 1862 [W. Fitch
del. et lith.]. Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria Library.

perience in practical horticulture and botany.
Wendland first spent May – September 1846 at
the Royal Botanic Garden in Schöneberg near
Berlin as a volunteer gardener under Carl David
Bouché, then in September 1846 to July 1847 in
Austria at the Imperial Gardens at Schönbrunn
near Vienna where he received horticultural
training and botanical instruction from the aroidologist Heinrich Wilhelm Schott. After this,
he spent a short time working in the garden of
Baron Charles von Hügel at Hietzing near Vienna. At this time, Hügel was President of the
Imperial Royal Horticultural Society and a full

the Botanic Gardens at Herrenhausen, where
one of the richest and rarest collections of
plants, and the most complete set of palms,
is now cultivated. The name of the garden
is honourably associated with the history of
botany. It was here where Ehrhardt, a pupil
of Linnaeus, wrote his Beiträge [Ehrhardt
Fig. 34. Metroxylon vitiense (as Sagus vitiensis).
). Seemann B., Flora Vitiensis: t. 80. 1868 [Fitch, del. et lith.].
1787 – 1792], the elder Wendland his works
Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria Library.
on ericas [Wendland 1798 – 1823], and in connection with Schrader his Sertum [Schrader
& Wendland 1795 – 1798], his son, a work on
phyllodineous acacias [Wendland 1820], and
in conjunction with Bartling a monograph of
Diosmeae [Bartling & Wendland 1824]; and
his grandson (Hermann Wendland), numerous papers on the palms and allied orders.
After completing early education at the Court
School in Herrenhausen in 1841, Wendland was
apprenticed by his father as a gardener until 1844.
He received private tuition in French, English,
Latin and illustration. In 1845, he enrolled in two
semesters at the Georg-August University Göttingen where he received botanical tuition from
Friedrich Gottlieb Bartling (1798 – 1875), director of the Botanic Garden and former university
colleague of Hermann’s father Heinrich, who coauthored with him a number of botanical works
(see Bartling & Wendland 1824, 1824 – 1825).
In 1846, his father organized a three-year travel
plan for his son as a “journeyman” to gain ex-

Fig. 1. Miniature portrait of Hermann Wendland,
1895, 67 × 56 mm [painting by Carl Georg Louis
Bostelmann]. Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz Bibliothek.

member of the Imperial Academy of Sciences
(Hügel 1903). In late 1847, Wendland travelled
to Switzerland and Italy, after which he worked
for the horticulturalist Lambert Jacob-Makoy at
Liège in Belgium. From Liège, he went to the
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, England, where
he remained in 1848 – 1849. At Kew, Wendland
worked under William Jackson Hooker, and es-
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